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Preface 
This special issue of Computers and Mathematics with Applications is devoted to Radial Basis 
Functions and Partial Differential Equations. 
The editors expressly want to thank both the authors for their contributions, and the referees 
who devoted their time and expertise as anonymous reviewers. This special issue contains 22 
papers from authors from many different countries; this is truly an international special issue. 
Numerical simulations have proven to be valuable tools in many scientific and engineering 
disciples. We predict that there will be a need to simulate problems not merely in three- dimen- 
sional space, but in arbitrary n-dimensional space with irregular boundaries. Mesh- free radial 
basis functions provide powerful discretization representations that when implemented wisely on 
massively parallel computers are expected to have a large impact in the future. As Albert S. 
Einstein said, “Imagination is more important than knowledge”. 
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